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Against All Odds

December 7, 2016; 7 pm at Manila Center Adventist Church.

Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus had sounded. The graduands, 14
full-course students and 5 Bible worker interns, marched
down the aisle with their Bibles held close to their chest.
Perhaps, at every step, they remembered the difficulties they
encountered in different forms that tested their faith. And as
they reached the center, they came to realize that they were
able to endure all because of Him.

All throughout this batch, from the smallest detail to the
greatest, His faithfulness in fulfilling His promises and His ever
sustaining grace were manifested. The wonderful memories
and miracles wrought in the lives of PAFCOE individuals
brought them closer to Jesus. The financial problems, needed
equipment for the OJT, and many other concerns had been
met through the instrumentalities of sponsors and friends
who cheerfully responded to the Giver’s call by investing their
treasures on things that lasted through eternity. And as the
exceptional stories were recounted down memory lane,
laughter rang in the cold air with a touch of holy bliss; tears
streamed down on faces that reflected a heart warmed by

One of the most touching stories I have ever
read in the bible was about the woman of
Canaan who came pleading for the help of
Jesus (Matthew 15:22-28). Her need was
genuine but the prideful disciples heard
nothing but cries. But, O how sweet it is to
hear from Jesus himself that He was sent to
the lost sheep of Israel. Recognizing her
condition, she worshipped the Lord and out
of her lips went the words that every human
being should never miss to utter, “Lord, help
me!”

Instead of immediately sufficing her request,
the Lord spoke out the thoughts of everyone
around, “It is not meet to take the children's
bread, and to cast it to dogs.” I can imagine
the silence… hope suddenly looked dim. But
as the light of a tiny star that pierces through
the darkness of the night, so as the dog’s
faith shone through ridicule and
discouragement. “Truth, Lord: yet the dogs
eat of the crumbs which fall from their
masters' table” was her quivering response.

While in this sinful world, the Lord’s servants
are not exempted from trials, even ridicule
and discouragements. Hindrances come to
everyone. However, the promise and the
truth that Jesus is with us and is for us
should always be in our hearts.

When perplexities abound, we ought to
open our eyes and see even the crumbs
around. Never give up! The Lord is faithful!
He hears those who to Him bow down.
“Great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as
thou wilt” are the words that for you await.

Director’s Note
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God’s love. This solemn event was a great mark of
God’s unhindered providences. Thus, they were
unhindered as well, despite the various struggles they
faced.

In attendance were two prominent leaders of our
church, the CLC president, Pastor Casimiro, who gave
the commissioning address; and the NPUC president,
Pastor Mangiliman, who gave the congratulatory
remarks and offered the commissioning prayer. And as
the graduands received their diplomas, we
remembered that these were the students who in the
first place didn’t come to PAFCOE merely to acquire
knowledge by the study of books. Rather, they were
among those who sought a preparation for God’s
service by combining learning and doing through living
out the theories and principles during Outreach and
OJT, and by taking up the responsibilities of everyday
life. Thus, seeing clearer their life’s purpose. After
Kevin Pingol, the PAFCOE director, pronounced the
divine charge, the graduates responded audaciously to

the noble calling with the very same words that Isaiah
uttered when appointed by the Lord to work for
others, “Here am I, send me.”

Surely challenges await the 10th batch graduates of
PAFCOE as they go to their mission fields. Hence, we
pray that they will have the spirit of Paul and say, “But
none of these things move me, neither count I my life
dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with
joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord
Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.” (Acts
20:24)

When three of the Caliso siblings joined PAFCOE training in the previous batches,
they faced the same problem. Sharon, a recent graduate from 10th batch, was no
exemption. Like her sisters, money was the challenge. But, like them, she didn’t just
sit and wait for sponsorship. “Before the training started, I joined literature ministry.
With the share that I got, I enrolled for the training. But it wasn’t enough to cover my
tuition and other expenses, so I allocated every Friday to do canvassing work. When
given an opportunity, I handed to my customers a sponsorship letter. For a month, I
waited for a positive response, but still my tuition was in the same figure.”

Sharon’s condition was never hidden from the eyes of the Great Provider. One night,
the Lord made her remember the person she desired to see long before the training
started. “I entreated Him to touch the heart of that man, and that he will gladly
extend to me the blessings he received from the Giver.”

She Go Unhindered
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It was Friday. With strengthened faith and great
positivity, she travelled to where the man was. “When I
arrived at the office, his secretary told me that he had a
number of visitors who came ahead. I told the secretary
that I would just wait outside. It took me almost two
hours of waiting and praying before he asked me to get
inside. Peace reigned in my heart as I entered the
office.”

As Sharon drew near to his table, she grew excited on
how the Lord will perform the answer to her
supplication. She couldn’t help but wore a smile. When
she saw him smiled back at her, she fully believed that
the man in front was His instrument. For almost 30
minutes, their conversation went well. Then, the man
opened his drawer and began to count.

“Here’s the money. You’ll be fully paid now. Be trained
well and continue to work for the Lord,” said the
generous man. Sharon couldn’t believe her ears neither

her eyes when he handed the exact amount she
needed. She was dumbfounded. “It seemed like it was
as easy as giving a peso to somebody. The scene thrilled
me. It filled my heart with gratitude for what the
steward and the Giver had done. After I prayed with
him, I left the office bringing with me another
testimony to tell, that indeed, the Lord is faithful and
withholds not the means needed by His student!”

Sharon’s experience reminds us that God can break any
barrier that might hinder us from achieving our desire
to be trained for the advancement of His kingdom.
When He said, “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and
ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:”
surely, “every one that asketh receiveth; and he that
seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be
opened” (Matt. 7:7, 8). His promises are sure. Claim it!

The Bible tells us that Jesus is the “fountain of living waters” (Jer. 17:13). When the Saviour is received into one’s
heart, he/she could naturally share Him to others. And such was the experience of Christine Laraño, a newly convert.

Christine finally gave her life to Jesus after months of Bible study and nights of
attending prophecy seminar. After her baptism, she was eager to share her
newfound Saviour to the world, most especially to them who were of her own
household. The Lord saw her heart’s desire. Few weeks after she received Jesus,
a prophecy seminar was conducted in the community where she lived. But prior
to that, the evangelist assigned in the area conducted personal evangelism
training to the church members in preparation for the evangelistic meeting. As a
requirement, trainees were to bring people to the seminar. With remarkable
zeal, Christine helped in distributing the flyers and invited as many as she could.
Night after night, she fetched her Bible interests, and together with her five-
year-old daughter they prayed for those souls.

The most inspiring part of her witnessing story was when she invited her very
own mother to attend just for three nights. But to her surprise, her mom found
the seminar interesting and didn’t want to miss a single topic.

The Ripple Effect of Soul-winning



and would become a hindrance in having a harmonious family life.

But God paved the way. Unknown to Romulo, his wife was listening to the nightly topics as well while tending their
“Sari-sari” store. By the way, their house was adjacent to the venue. During the last week of the seminar, she found
courage to sit at the back part of the hall. She soon sat closer to the speaker. The Holy Spirit was working
marvelously in this family. When another altar call was uttered, not just two from the Villapaña family, but five,
heeded the invitation to make Jesus as the ultimate ruler of their lives.

The awaited baptismal date finally came. The store which used to be open during Sabbath days was now closed.
Heaven rejoiced as the whole family, in one accord, decided to be one in the faith. It was just so amazing how God
worked in the lives of His people. Surely, He worked in ways higher than ours.

from page 4…

Christine also invited one of her
close friends, Noe, who was still
recovering from a stroke. For one
month, the truth had found its way
to their hearts until they finally
accepted Jesus as their personal
Saviour. What a joy filled Christine’s
heart seeing her loved ones now in
the fold! Though her father missed
the opportunity of knowing Jesus
through the seminar, yet she could
see that He is working in his heart,
and he is now willing to accept Bible
studies.

By God’s grace, Christine found
herself watered as she was also
watering others! May this also be
everyone’s desire to share Jesus and
the hope of His soon return to
others!
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The evangelist uttered her first altar call. With resolute steps, Romulo
walked down the aisle. His daughter followed without being compelled. As
the music continued to play, one from the audience stood and dashed off
towards him, giving him a warm embrace. It was his brother who had been
praying for his return to the church where he used to attend during his
childhood days. Tears streamed down on both faces. The scene was so
moving that it left no dry eyes in the hall.

Both Romulo and his daughter
consistently attended the nightly
evangelistic effort conducted in
their place. When he decided to
come back to the fold, he invited
his only son to attend the
seminar. The obedient son gladly
heeded. Two of his offspring

were attending the children’s program. Now, the father foresaw the great
challenge—his wife who was a devoted Catholic. He feared that when he
and his children would get baptized she might serve them abominable food

area. With the pastors and church members’ help, I’m very glad for those souls who accepted Jesus as their
personal Saviour. To add, I’m very happy that the conference sees the need of building a church here for our new
brothers and sisters. Please pray for the church building project to house the growing congregation. ”

“May this experience teaches you to never give up in doing that which is for the furtherance of His work even
amidst the unfavorable condition you are into. May you find courage to go where He leads.”

from page 6

Not Just Two, but Five!
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Kenelyn Embiado is new to the Adventist faith. At first,
she found things hard. Trials did come and her faith was
tested. But she was determined not to give up. Then the
blessed opportunity for her to grow in her Christian
walk came. “A friend encouraged me to attend a training
program. At first I felt quiet nervous because of the little
knowledge I had. But I prayed to the Lord about it.”

The Lord answered Kenelyn’s prayer and she soon found
herself in the premises of PAFCOE. “I’ve learned a lot
during the training and it helped me to know more
about Jesus and His plan for my life.”

Kenelyn had specialized public evangelism. Sadly, she
wasn’t able to pass the qualification. But going home
was not one of her options as what others did. This
somewhat failure in her life caused her to see where
God designed her to be, a work where she would be
effective at. “I prayed for His will in my life, and His
answer was to do personal evangelism. To be honest,
the thought of doing Bible studies challenged me a bit,
but I let God rule my life and at that moment I
submitted to His leading.”

During the OJT, she went to the mountainous part of
Dumaguete City, doing the work of a Bible worker.
There, she learned to trust the promises of the One who
called her to labor. “As I climbed the mountains, most of
the time alone, I always claimed His promises that
whatever problems, trials, fears, and worries I may have
He will help and comfort me. The words in Matthew
11:28 and John 14:14 had been riveted in my memory
and gave me peace.”

Like many other evangelists, Kenelyn had her share of
challenges. And one of the challenges she met came in a
tragic way. “The Elder gave me a ride on his motorcycle.
Halfway in our travel, we met an accident and my left

foot got fractured. It brought an excruciating pain. I had
a good reason to cancel the scheduled Bible study, but I
determined to go forward. I remembered the quote,
‘We surely need not expect to escape trial and
persecution in following our Saviour; for this is the
salary of those who follow Him’ (2T, p. 495.2). I
reasoned that it was only my foot being fractured, not
my life being lost.”

In that uncomfortable situation, Kenelyn still managed
to praise the Lord and fulfilled her appointed task. And
her dedication was rewarded with precious souls who
chose to follow Jesus. “I praise the Lord because even if
I didn’t get a diploma, my love for Him and for His work
grew deeper. God let me experienced the joy of sharing
my faith to others who were seeking for it.”

After the graduation, Kenelyn, now with crutches on,
headed towards home at Iloilo. “When I arrived at our
place a lot of people told me to stop the work I’ve been
doing because they view it as a curse. When my parents
knew that I planned to go back to my site, they were in
opposition. I felt the pressure, and my only resort was
to bring all my burdens to the Lord in prayer. An answer
to my supplication came. He used ate Noeme as an
instrument for me to continue the work that I’d started.”

“The work resumes. Now,
having no crutches! Even if
I’m alone most of the time,
I’m still thankful that the
church members learned
to love the work and
would sometimes go with
me. An evangelistic effort
is also conducted in this

Continued on page 5

Never Give Up
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Cause when we work together
We can bring more brother and sister

Closer to the heavenly border,
Waiting for our dear Redeemer.

My beloved church member,
You must always remember 

What Ellen White, the messenger, 
Had written in her book Gospel Worker;

God has called you too—be a soul-winner.

“The work of God in this earth can never 
be finished until the men and women 

comprising our church membership rally 
to the work, unite their efforts with 

those of ministers and church officers.”
—GW, p. 352

Cause When We Work Together
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We had a Youth Impact and Bible
Camp last Dec. 25, 2016—Jan. 1,
2017 at the remote place of Palina,
Kibungan, Benguet. It was a program
that my sister and I envisioned to
take place in this district. God knew
we needed help so He sent Fermin,
Rockie, and Joemar. They served not
just as our resource speakers, but
also manpower for our church
building project.

The program was divided into two.
The mornings were allocated for
lectures while the afternoons were
for the construction of the church
building in that place. Aside from
that, the children’s program that was
conducted since March 2016 took its
final week along with the event.

As a coordinator, I witnessed lots of
challenges and trials that seemed to
hinder the program, yet God helped
us through. I had seen how He
intervened and opened ways so that
this event would be fulfilled. He even
surprised us! One thing that was not
included in our plan was to have a
baptism. We really didn’t expect it,
but there were responses when the
decision was called during the topic
of Baptism. Praise His name! Though
the youth attendees were not many
just as we expected, yet I believed
that this program was the beginning
of a revival in their lives. I am blessed
to say that this program was an
answered prayer, and I give the glory
to God.

A group of us, PAFCOE graduates in
Mindanao, spearheaded spiritual retreat
programs in different places, one in
Bukidnon and two in Sarangani Province.
The theme was Revived by His Love.

Athirst young people, even old ones,
attended the event. Their testimonies
gave us inexpressible joy on how the Lord
touched their Laodicean condition. A
young man testified, ‘I am so blessed by
the messages I've heard, and just this
time I am able to appreciate how Jesus
loves me. It is so deep that I am moved to
long for more of His love!’

One of the highlights was the moment of
reconciliation. It was so heartwarming to

Below: Reported by Ib Marlou Pondara

On top: Reported by Jaiza Ramon

see elders and church members
reconciled with those they had
grievances with. A mother shared,
‘As I follow the Holy Spirit’s voice
telling me to forgive the person
who offended me about a year ago,
peace and joy fills my heart. What
a victory in Jesus! True enough, to
love Him is to love others.’

Testimonies like these showed the rich results that God brought
throughout the program. After the retreat, we just then concluded
that the key to Revival and Reformation is the deeper understanding
of the love of Jesus towards us. Friends, let’s be revived by His love
each day. Please include us in your prayers as we heed to the
upcoming appointments for the Revived by His Love spiritual retreat
in different areas this year!

Graduates in Action
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Upcoming Events
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